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We are fortunate to have so many extraordinary 
volunteers who give so generously to this organiza-
tion. We see volunteers hard at work throughout 
the county. For some, North County “way up over 
the grade” seems remote, but there are bright lights 
shining there as well. We have two centers in North 
County and two extraordinary people guiding 
those centers: Margaret van Wyngaarden in Paso 
Robles and Susan Needleman Brown in Atascadero, 
two strong women guiding two very different cen-
ters. 
 
Susan Needleman Brown began working for the 
Literacy Council six years ago when our Atascadero 

center was located at Atascadero High School. Tu-
tor Bob Thon encouraged Susan to tutor. Susan has 
always had a community focus and this manner of 
strengthening her community appealed to her. She 
jumped in. When Susan jumps into something, she 
does so with the most engaging kind of high en-
ergy. The place she inhabits lights up. When the 
center moved to the Atascadero Bible Church (ABC) 
Susan soon became the center director and she has 
been building that center ever since. She welcomes 
everyone in the most embracing way. 
 
Susan says that ABC is an extraordinary facility with 
people who are helpful and always willing to ex-
tend different areas of the facility to her. “The place  

Margaret van Wynngaarden 

Susan 
Needleman 
Brown Northern Lights!!! 

Those Special Among Us... 
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is clean. It has good lighting. Most tutors have their 
own rooms. And ABC is within walking distance of 
the homes of many of our learners. It is an out-
standing facility.” 
 
Susan wants the tutoring interaction to be meaning-
ful for all involved. “I want each student to learn 
something each time. It is a stretch for the students 
to get here. I want the tutors to feel they are here 
for a reason, that they are not wasting their time. 
We work towards respect on both sides.” Susan 
enhances the experiences for all by incorporating 
celebrations into the pattern of the year, by encour-
aging creativity among tutors so the lessons are en-
gaging and by always invoking humor into the life 
within the center. We are fortunate that Susan has 
immersed herself in this work and has been such a 
spark for the tutors and learners in Atascadero. 
 
As we shift our focus to Paso Robles, we find an 
equally impressive center director and center. Mar-
garet van Wyngaarden has worked for the Literacy 
Council for more than 20 years. Margaret began as 
a tutor in 1980 after completing her training. “We 
paid $20 for the training back then. That was quite 
a lot!” Her church was sponsoring a Laotian family 
and she wanted to help. Later Margaret became the 
head of the First Presbyterian daytime center which 
she guided for many years. It remains our largest 
center. 
 
 When Margaret and her husband moved to Atasca-
dero two years ago, Margaret graciously agreed to 
re-start our struggling Paso Robles center. The work 
has been hard, the struggles many. It has been diffi-
cult to attract tutors. There have been problems 
with facilities. With the center now located at Geor-
gia Brown School, Margaret and her tutors are 

building a strong presence in Paso Robles.  
 
Margaret believes that a center is strongest when 
there is a shared commitment to the center by all 
who are involved. She works hard to establish that 
sense of commitment while creating an atmosphere 
among all present that is easy-going, friendly, and 
relaxed. “The center is “our” center. All take re-
sponsibility for the center and we support each 
other. We share a dedication to this work. It is a 
good, quiet place to be.” 
 
Margaret alerted us that she would be traveling 
during part of the year each year. The center has 
functioned smoothly even in her absences because 
of the devotion to the center that exists among the 
tutors who work there. Margaret set the standards 
high.  Margaret’s sense that committed, dedicated 
people make all the difference has been correct. 
Regardless of the struggles the group has faced (such 
as groping in the dark during months of construc-
tion at Georgia Brown School) the center is grow-
ing. Margaret and the other tutors at the Paso 
Robles center are bringing all kinds of light to the 
Paso Robles center.   
 
Margaret’s hope for the future is that this center can 
grow. “The need is here. We need more tutors. 
Even with all the programs going on here, we need 
more tutors.” 
 
We thank our two extraordinary North County 
center directors and all of the hardworking tutors 
who work with them. They are making the North 
County sparkle! 
 
-Virginia Mack- Program Coordinator 
 
 

Tutor: Dana Gilsnap-Learner: Eva Abundiz 
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Tutors trained between January 1, 2005 and March 17, 2005 

Susan Atlee   
Linda McCamey  
Diana Phillips   
Gayle Miller  
Carol Agon  
Phoebe Adams  
Anne Beaman  
Jayne Christman   

Sharon Costa   
Chelly Glancy   
Sherry Loomis  
Carson Medley   
Louise Pappas   
Kelly Phillipson   
Milly Souza  
Brooke West  

Peggy Westberg   
Randy Harris  
Laurie Schneemann   
Mary Simonson   
Ann Thompson   
Pete Perino   
Larry Lynch   
Melissa Miller   

At our Peace 
Lutheran Ar-
royo Grande 
center we have 
a cluster of 
learners work-
ing in landscap-
ing and agricul-
ture. Marylou 
Hessellund and 
Sharon Tanner 
have developed 
a “game” with 
flashcards bear-
ing the images 
of the fruits, 
vegetables and 
tools that the 
learners need to 
be familiar with. 
 
As a group ac-
tivity, Sharon or 
Marylou puts all 
the cards in the 
center of the 
table and then 

they say to indi-
vidual students, 
“Bring me the 
wheelbarrow.” 
“Bring me the 
asparagus.”  
They practice 
the language 
structures and 
vocabulary that 
the learners 
hear on the job, 
“The boss needs 
the wheelbar-
row.” 
 
At another stage 
of the interac-
tion, the cards 
are dealt. The 
game proceeds, 
“Who has the 
tomatoes?” 
“Who has an 
apple?” They 
respond in Eng-
lish, “I have the 

tomatoes.” “I 
have an apple.” 
 
Great process. 
The group often 
forgets to notice 
that they have 
“played” be-
yond the time 
of the lesson! 
 
Obviously, this 
is readily 
adapted to any 
context – the 
restaurant, mo-
tel, etc. 
 
AND from 
Oceano, Dave 
and Norma 
Stout have their 
learners meet in 
a group at the 
end of the ses-
sion. At the be-
ginning of the 

session all tutors 
and learners 
have a series of 
questions about 
a related idea: 
the job, the cal-
endar, watching 
TV, food. Each 
is given the 
questions. 
“Where do you 
work?” “Who is 
your boss?” or 
“Do you watch 
television?” Ad-
ditional vocabu-
lary might in-
clude the re-
mote control, 
the lamp, the 
bookcase.  Tu-
tors and learn-
ers spend some 
of the lesson 
preparing for 
the group “Q 
and A” session 

at the end of 
the evening.  
The group 
meets and the 
questions are 
asked and an-
swered as they 
progress around 
the table.  
 
Another great 
process and a 
good variation 
on the usual 
lesson. 
 
In ATASCA-
DERO, tutor 
JoeAnn Bruzzo 
has a great way 
to teach prepo-
sitions and 
prepositional 
phrases such as 
“under,” and 
“on top of.” 
She brings in the 

makings for ice 
cream sundaes. 
Quickly her 
learners grasp 
the meaning 
and use of those 
phrases. 
 
All tutors are 
working with 
inventive, crea-
tive processes. 
Please send a 
description of 
one or two to 
the Literacy 
Council so we 
can include 
them in future 
NEWSLETTERS. 

Tutor  
 Tips 
 
Tutor: Bill McKenzie 

 Learner: Francisco Larios 
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Happy Spring! 
 
What better way to salute Spring’s arrival  than 
with “the important things in life...chocolate, 
champagne, music…” This year’s event in-
cludes a Chocolate Fountain donated by Out-
spoken Beverage Bistro. The fountain high-
lights  cascades of the world’s finest Belgian 
chocolate and tantalizing treats to dip. Plus 
there will be an authors’ corner featuring local 
authors: Kathy Delaney, M.J. Munro, Barbara 
Wolcott, Evelyn Cole,  Mary Moses and Dave 
Diaz.  Their signed books will be among many 
other appealing silent auction items. Please 
join us between 2 and 5 in the afternoon at the 
City/County Library, 995 Palm Street, San 
Luis Obispo on April 17, 2005 for our deli-
cious fund raiser.  Tickets are $20.00 in ad-
vance, $25.00 at the door.  Call 541-4219. 
 
In these ever-challenging budget-cut times, 
each member of our board of directors is con-
centrating his/her efforts on ways to bring con-
sistent funding to The Literacy Council.  In 
addition to planning our special event, he/she 
is devoted to assure the fiscal well-being of our 
agency. 
 
To that end, we are striving to establish en-
dowment giving for our organization.   An en-
dowment consists of reserve funds that are set 
aside for the long-term benefit of  The Literacy 
Council.  An endowment can enhance long-
range organizational planning, provide security 
in difficult economic times, support day to day 
operations and programs and ensure perma-
nence. 
 
Leaving a legacy to The Literacy Council will 
help ensure the continuing vitality of our or-
ganization.  Endowment is the primary long-
term vehicle to sustain and perpetuate our or-
ganization.  By leaving a gift for the Endow-
ment, you can assure that our programs, opera-
tions, and outreach continue to meet the needs 
of our community for generations to come.  

As you plan your legacy, we have the re-
sources and expertise to help you support the 
future of The Literacy Council. 
 
Fundraising is a crucial necessary component 
of the work we do.  Our efforts here in no way 
diminish the support you all have already 
given to The Literacy Council.  Our plan to 
guarantee fiscal security for the organization 
you are devoted to ultimately honors your 
dedication to it.  
 
Thank you all for your continuing loyalty to 
The Literacy Council, 
 
Bernadette Bernardi, Executive Director 

 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Sandee McLaughlin 
Chair 

Cuesta College North 
Executive Dean 

 
Bill Almas 
Vice-chair 
Unocal Corp. 
Manager 

Government Affairs 
 

Jan Breidenbach 
Treasurer 

Retired Accountant 
 

Sally Salamon 
Secretary 

Sierra Vista/Tenet 

Administrative Director 
 

Aletheia Gooden 
Director 

Sinsheimer, Schiebelhut, 
& 

Baggett 
Attorney 

 
Michele Kirk 
Director 

Marketing Consultant 
 

Suzanne Berger 
Director 

Charter Communications 

Leave 
 
A 
 

Legacy 
 

For 
 

Literacy 
 

Call Today 
 

541-4219 
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Our Dedicated Members: 
 
Literacy Circle 
California State Library 
City of San Luis Obispo 
San Luis Obispo City-County Library 
 
In Kind 
Atascadero Bible Church 
Central Coast Baptist Church  
First Presbyterian Church SLO  
House of Prayer 
Paso Robles Public Library  
Peace Lutheran Church 
Presbyterian Community Church Cambria  
St. John’s Lutheran Church  
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church Cayucos  
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church Nipomo 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church  
St. Timothy’s Church 
The Tribune 
Trinity Methodist Church 
 
Benefactor 
City of Arroyo Grande 
City of Atascadero 
City of Grover Beach 
City of Paso Robles 
Economic Opportunity Commission 
Even Start Lucia Mar 
Mid-State Bank & Trust Foundation 
Rotary Club of San Luis Obispo—Monday Noon 
Theodore A. Von Der Ahe Jr. 
 
In kind 
Central Coast Magazine 
San Luis Sports Therapy and Orthopedic Rehab 
Jim Glinn 
 
Patron 
Allen-Birge Charitable Trust/ Liz Curren   
California Men’s Colony East 
California Men’s Colony West 
City of Arroyo Grande 
City of Morro Bay 
ConocoPhilips Petreoleum 
Pacific Gas and Electric Co.  
Rotary Club of Five Cities 
Rotary Club of SLO Daybreak 
St. Barnabas Church Thrift Shop 
Jim & Joan Sargen 
Sinsheimer, Schiebelhut & Baggett 
St. Barnabas Church Thrift Shop 
Target 
Tenet Healthcare Foundation/ Barbara Luton 

United Way of SLO County 
UNOCAL Corporation 
 
In kind 
Charter Communications 
 
Donor 
M. Bilgi and Serim Denel 
Roxanne Carr & Rod Levin  
Lucia Cleveland & Paul Vanderheyden 
ConocoPhillips Corporation 
Liz Curren 
Charles Dunlap 
Framberger Employee Benefits & Insurance 
Todd and Jennifer Fulbeck 
L.R. Maclean in memory of William Schumer  
The Mortgage House, Inc. Pismo Beach 
Rotary Club of Nipomo 
Rotary Club of San Luis Obispo de Tolosa 
K. Jane Scanland 
Linda MacLean  
Tenet Healthcare Foundation 
Joseph W. Truex 
UNOCAL Corporation 
 
In Kind 
Michael Krout 
Sentinel Network Systems 
 
Sponsor 
Robert & Deborah Alberti 
The Atrium/ H. Blaine and Hazel Sanborn 
Norman & Sharon Beko 
Glen and Marcia Bell 
Bell-Warren Trust 
Jan Breidenbach 
California Men’s Colony West 
Roxanne Carr 
Community Presbyterian Church of Pismo Beach 
Mary & Lesley Corbus  
Richard & Edwina De Long 
Delta Kappa Gamma Epsilon Delta Chapter 
First Bank of San Luis Obispo 
Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Reginald & Marylou Gooden 
Torre Houlgate-West 
Emmy Kimball 
Elizabeth & Daniel Krieger 
Pat and Diane McKeague 
Mission Community Bank/ Anita Robinson 
John and Linda Olson 
Porsche Club of America 
Doug Riddell 
Rotary Club of Morro Bay 
Rotary Club of Pismo Beach 
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RRM Design Group 
Jane Scanland 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church/ Parish Council 
Stein, Casciola Law Corporation 
UNOCAL Corporation 
Eric and Karen Warren 
Waste Connections, Inc. 
 
In Kind 
Barnett, Cox & Associates  
 
Partner 
Edward and Pyllis Alford in memory of Lucille L. 
Kuhne 
Andre, Morris & Buttery 
Gill Apodaca 
Ed & Phyllis Alford 
David Bains/ Cal Poly State University Foundation 
Suzanne Berger 
Janice Bruckman 
Liz Byrnes 
Patricia Avery-Caldwell 
Ed & Anita Carson 
Patricia Chapman  
Congregational Church of San Luis Obispo 
Randall Cruikshanks 
Frances M. Conn 
Jay & Victoria Conner 
Meg Dennison & The Wednesday Book Club in 
memory of Hank Apfelberg 
David & Denise Dowell 
Christopher & Marie Duenow 
First Presbyterian Church 
Robert & Sheryl Flores 
GrC Alumni Chapter, Cal Poly in memory of Hank 
Apfelberg 
Perry and James Jamieson 
David & Sharon Juhnke 
Torre Houlgate-West and Laurence Houlgate 
Jerry and Violla Koory 
Elizabeth & Daniel Krieger 
MacTeacher / Carolyn Hornbuckle 
Randy and Marina Matthews 
Marian & Robert Middleton 
Wilton & Cheryl Miller 
The Mortgage House 
Mount Carmel Lutheran Church 
Peggy and Gerry Peterson 
Presbyterian Church Board of Deacons 
Rotary of Grover Beach 
Rotary of Templeton 
Jane Scanland in memory of Lyn Vivrette 
Jane Scanland in memory of Betty Kirk 
Jane Scanland in memory of Elmer Kirk 
David & Madeleine Shaw 

Charlotte Smith Christopher Smith & Associates 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Donna & Edward Sullivan 
Presbyterian Church Board of Deacons 
United California State Employees Campaign 
United Methodist Church/ Kathy Lamoree 
Elizabeth & Peter Ventre in memory of Arlene 
Grant 
Nancy & Robert Voglin in memory of Arlene Grant 
Cindy and John Wallace in honor of Pamela Para-
dissis 
Natalie Woodson  
Joyce Zimmerman 
 
Friend 
Jean Abderhalden 
John Akin 
Bill Almas 
Mac & Bonnie Brinton  
Carlyn Christianson 
E.A. Cousins 
Richard & Diane Dannells  
Serim & Bilgi Denel 
Christopher and Marie Duenow 
Carol Dykstra 
Estero Bay Women’s Club 
Denise Fourie and Michael Multari 
Susan Fuller 
GFWC Estero Bay Women’s Club 
Renee Heller 
June and Gary Hildreth 
Madeline Holmes  
James Knecht 
Roger & Claretta Longden 
Elizabeth Lopez 
Mary Parker 
Brian & Diane Reynolds 
Evelyn Riedinger 
Marion Rooney Rodman 
Susan and Tim Rueda 
JoAnn & Dennis Ruthenbeck (Borah’s Awards) 
Shirley E. Selkirk 
Kathy Smith 
Margo & Timothy Smith 
Donna and Edward Sullivan 
Karen Tift 
Karen Tipple 
James and Virginia Toomer 
United Methodist Church 
Doris Wiley 
Lebah Winter 
Laurel A. Woodson 
Michael Wright Insurance Agency 
 



 7 

Reader 
Laurie Allen 
Elizabeth Apfelberg 
Keith Aplustill & Sari Pinto 
Susan & Charles Atlee  
Douglas & Mary Barth 
Emily Beckman 
Jack & Grace Beigle 
Patricia & Allen Bristow  
Cambria Area Republican Women 
Marjory Cash 
CMC/ Robert Precobb 
Don R. & Betty L. De Arman 
Dan & Monica De Malleville 
Kathy Decou 
Carol Denneen 
Philip & Mamie Dirkx 
Donovan and Ellen Dollar 
Stephen Dorsi 
JoAnn & Ben Edmondson 
Judith Ernst 
Shirley Ferguson 
Lou Fogo 
Jerome & Joan Foster 
Regina Foster 
Danalyn Gilstrap 
Judythe Guarnera 
Patricia Guipre 
Hap & Gayle Harbert 
Renee Heller 
Katherine Henderson 
Doris Highland 
Paul and Ellen Jagger 
Keith and Sharon Lilley 
Carina Macleod-Love and Jeffrey Love 
Ann Martinez 
Lois & Frank Martinez 
Kathleen Miller 
Mark & Donna Miller 
Rebecca Miller 
Mary Parker 
Paulette Perlman 
Earle and Ellen Polinsky in memory of Hank Apfel-
berg 
J. Alan and Irma Powell 
Robert Precobb 
Jeffery P. Priolo Insurance, Inc 
Melanie Reese Senn 
Brian and Diane Reynolds 
H.E. & Betty Robinson 
Doris Rose 
Jane Scanland 
Scolari’s Friendship Fund/ Laurie Nellis 
Anne Sinsheimer in memory of Hank Apfelberg 

Timothy & Margo Smith 
Betsy & Roger Sprenkle 
Bennie Stanton & Kimberly Thompson in honor of 
Marissa Ramirez 
Robert and Marolin Stempson 
Theresa Stephenson 
Elaine and Bertrum Townsend 
Joe Truex 
Betsy & Donald Umhofer 
Paul and Leslie Van Meel 
Marcel & Fieni Verdooner 
Jessica Viramontes 
Robert Weatherford 
Jeff Werst 
Nancy Woodard 
Doris E. & J. Barron Wiley 
Laura Zamora 

We extend our warmest sympathy to the family of 
Elmer Kirk 

Who passed away on 
January 14, 2005 

 
Your Membership Helps 
 
With your help  
The Literacy Council can  
continue to  improve lives 
through Literacy. 
Please support the efforts of the 
Literacy Council by making a 
tax -deductible donation. 
 
No matter the amount, 
your membership counts 
in so many ways… 
 
$500 opens a new learning center 
$250 sponsors one learner for  one year 
$100 allows us to buy 10 beginning reader 
books 
 
$5,000+ Literacy Circle 
$2,500+Benefactor 
$1,000+ Patron 
$500+Donor 
$250+ Sponsor 
$100+ Partner 
$50+ Friend 
$15+ Reader 
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Chocolate, 
 
 Champagne, 
 
   Music, 
 
    Silent Auction 
 
A fundraiser for literacy and libraries– April 17, 2005 
 
City/County Library 995 Palm Street, SLO 2-5 in the afternoon 
 
Tickets  in advance : $20.00 adults/$15.00 children—$25.00 at the door 
 

Call 541-4219  


